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1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4 

The SEPP received a completed application form on 12 June 2022 from Cllr Lardge 
requesting ‘No Waiting at Any Time’ restrictions on the northern side of Forest Drive 
between Ravensbourne Drive and Harewood Road. The request is to prevent vehicles 
parking both sides of Forest Drive; causing congestion, access issues and obstruction of 
the pavement for pedestrians. The application form contained a petition with signatures 
from 7 residents and also the support of Cllr Eleanor Sampson. 
 
Following receipt of the application the SEPP carried out a number of site visits. During 
the site visits conducted, several vehicles were observed parking on Forest Drive between 
Ravensbourne Drive and Harewood Road. Several of these vehicles parked half on/off the 
pavement and many vehicles were observed parking on both sides of the road. Although 
no access issues were observed, it was noted that vehicles parking on both sides of the 
road could cause potential access issues for larger vehicles. There is high demand for 
parking in this area, due to local amenities, commuter parking and residential properties 
without off-street parking. However, the highway is intended for the purposes of passing 
and re-passing and no right of parking exists. Parking provision is therefore a concession 
and, however desirable, should not be at the expense of the purpose of the highway. 
Where it is safe and desirable parking can be allowed.  
 
It has been agreed with the SEPP Joint Committee Member and Lead Officer for parking 
matters for Chelmsford to cost a scheme to propose ‘No Waiting at Any Time’ restrictions 
on Forest Drive as per the below example. The cost of the scheme is estimated at £3000 
but will be reduced if incorporated with other roads in Chelmsford to publish one Traffic 
Regulation Order. 

 
The request was placed before the South Essex Parking Partnership Joint Committee on 
28 July 2022 for funding. It was agreed at the meeting to proceed with the necessary 
Traffic Regulation Order. 
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1.5 SEPP Policy - 1.6  
It is acknowledged that all requests for a parking restriction will carry some form of merit 
and may be beneficial to the particular area. The requests will be submitted for a variety 
of reasons and depending on the circumstance will be considered as a high or low 
funding priority to the Partnership. As the amount of funding available for new schemes 
is limited it is the intention of this policy to provide a criteria, which if met, will be 
considered a high priority scheme for the Partnership and therefore stand a greater 
chance of receiving the available funding. Schemes that do not meet all the criteria can 
still be progressed and considered by the Joint Committee, but schemes with a higher 
priority will take precedence. All schemes will be subject to available funding. 
 
SEPP Policy - 7.1  
The SEPP will receive all parking restriction requests that do not meet the criteria of 
ECC safety and congestion policies, detailed above. Although these schemes do not 
meet the ECC criteria the Partnership may decide to implement parking restrictions to 
improve safety and sight lines, if the Partnership consider that the restriction will be 
beneficial to the area. 

1.6 The Order was originally published in the Essex Chronicle and on site on 5th October 
2023, and copies of the Draft Order were sent to a number of organisations including 
Essex Police, Essex County Council (the highway authority), Essex Fire & Rescue 
Service, Essex Ambulance Service, the Road Haulage Association, the Freight 
Transport Association, and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

1.7 When the Order was published on 5th October 2023 a 21-day period of formal public 
consultation commenced. 

2 Comments 

2.1 The details of the representations are summarised in Appendix 2 to this report together 
with the comments of the Technicians. 

3 Conclusion 

3.1 Although the correspondents have made a number of points which lead them to believe 
the Order should not be pursued in whole or part, the SEPP Joint Committee Member, 
Lead Officer and Technicians consider that none of them are of sufficient weight to warrant 
the Order not being made. 

List of Appendices     
Appendix 1 – List of people making representations 
 
Appendix 2 – Summary of objections or support and Technicians comments  
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Ref                      List of people making representations Type 

1 Email from resident of Forest Drive dated 04/10/2023. Object 

2 Email dated 05/10/2023. Support 

3 Online response from resident of Forest Drive dated 05/10/2023. Object 

4 Email from resident of Forest Drive dated 07/10/2023. Object 
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require at least 50% of residents 
to respond to a parking 
review with at least 50% of 
those that respond supporting  
the change. When a parking 
review was carried out with the 
Beechenlea Estate there was a 
clear show of support for the 
scheme with the response rates 
being met. However, when a 
parking review was carried out 
with the residents of the 
Westlands Estate there was a 
clear lack of support for the 
scheme with only 22% of 
residents responding.  

4 Hi, 
 
I want to officially object to the proposal for placing no parking within this stretch of road on Forest 
drive.  There are several issues which you should be addressing in advance of effecting the actual 
residents.   
 

• Speak with CHP and work together on a proposal to turn the front gardens into driveways.  CHP 
were not even aware of this proposal. 

• Speak with the companies on Waterhouse lane, opposite Forest Drive, as all the workers believe 
that Forest Drive is there parking area whilst they are working. 

• You placed double yellow lines opposite the shops on Forest Drive, this has done absolutely 
nothing, as vehicles still park there. 

 
Why have you only placed the notices at both ends of the proposed area and not through the middle, 
where the residents actually live? 
 
Why is it that in the private housing areas nearby, Permit parking has been implemented, but with this 
area in question which is Majority CHP owned and social housing tenants, this feels very much like 
discrimination against us. 
 

Objection noted. 
 
Vehicle crossings come under 
the remit of Essex Highways 
(the Highway authority). In 
addition, permission of the 
proprietor must be sought. 
 
Forest Drive is public highway 
and is not for the exclusive use 
of the adjacent residents. 
 
Comments regarding 
enforcement have been noted 
and have been passed to our 
Enforcement team. 
 
This proposal was published in 
the Essex Chronicle on 
05/10/2023, site notices were 






