
Agenda Item 4 
 

 

Chelmsford City Council Licensing Committee 
 

Date: 25th July 2023 
 

Licensing Act 2003 – Application for a new Premises Licence: 

The Leather Bottle, The Street, Pleshey CM3 1HG 
 

 

Report by: Director of Public Places  
 

Officer Contact: 
Lacey Latimer, Licensing Officer, lacey.latimer@chelmsford.gov.uk, 01245 606204 

 

 

Purpose 
 

The purpose of this report is for members to consider an application for a new 

Premises Licence made  by Kathryn Kilpin, under section 17 of the Licensing Act 

2003 in respect of The Leather Bottle, The Street, Pleshey CM3 1HG. Having regard 

to representations received and the requirement to promote the four licensing 

objectives. These are: 

 

a) The prevention of crime and disorder 

b) Public Safety 

c) The prevention of public nuisance 

d) The protection of children from harm 
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Recommendations 
 

Members are advised that they have the following options when determining this 

application; 

• Grant the application, on the terms and conditions applied for 

• Grant the application on the terms and conditions applied for, modified to such 

extent as considered appropriate to promote the licensing objectives.  

• Refuse the application in whole or in part.  

An appeal in respect of any determination made in connection with this application 

may be made to the Magistrates Court, within 21 days of the notification given by the 

licensing committee, by the licence holder, or any other person making relevant 

representation. 

 

 

1. Application  
 

1.1   The application was received on 9th June 2023 and has been properly made  in 

accordance with The Licensing Act 2003, with all procedures correctly followed. 

Blue public notices were on display at the premises, publication in a local 

newspaper and details of the application were on Chelmsford City Council’s 

website. The completed application including plans is attached as Appendix A. 

 

1.2   On the application form, the applicant has applied for the below licensable 

activities: 

 

The Provision of Live Music: Friday and Saturday 12:00 till 00:00 

The Provision of Live Music: Sunday 12:00 till 23:00 

 

The Provision of Recorded Music: Monday to Thursday 11:00 till 23:00 

The Provision of Recorded Music: Friday and Saturday 11:00 till 00:00 

The Provision of Recorded Music: Sunday 11:00 till 23:00 

 

The Sale of Alcohol: Monday to Thursday 11:00 till 23:00 

The Sale of Alcohol: Friday and Saturday 11:00 till 01:00 

The Sale of Alcohol: Sunday 11:00 till 23:00 

 

1.3   The proposed Designated Premises Supervisor is Kathryn Kilpin. The Personal 

Licence was issued by Chelmsford City Council. Personal Licence reference 

number is 23/00251\LAPER.  
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2. Representations 
 

2.1   During the course of the application, Chelmsford City Council in line with the 

Act, sent a copy of the application to all responsible authorities. 

 

2.2   During the consultation period, representations we’re received from 18 

members of the public. These representations are attached as Appendix B. At 

the time of publishing this report, 7 representations have been withdrawn due to 

the applicant clarifying / agreeing to amend the application.  

 

2.3   As a responsible authority, Essex Police agreed conditions with the applicant 

and therefore, did not raise any representations. The agreed conditions are 

attached as Appendix C.  

 

 

3. Conclusion  
 

 

3.1   The Statement of Licensing Policy is  brought to the attention of members and is 

as follows:   

 

Section 13 (Licensing Committee). Nothing in the section affects this 

application. 

 

3.2   The application has been correctly submitted. 

 

3.3   At the conclusion of this hearing members are advised to consider the options 

as previously recommended at the start of this report. 

 

 

List of appendices: 

 

· Appendix A – Full application form  

· Appendix B – Representations received  

· Appendix C – Conditions agreed with Essex Police  

 

Background papers: 
Application held by Licensing Authority 
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Corporate Implications 
 

Legal/Constitutional: None 

 

Financial: none 

 

Potential impact on climate change and the environment: none 

 

Contribution toward achieving a net zero carbon position by 2030: none 

 

 

Personnel: none 

 

Risk Management: none 

 

Equality and Diversity: none 

(For new or revised policies or procedures has an equalities impact assessment been 

carried out? If not, explain why) 

 

Health and Safety: none 

 

Digital: none 

 

Other: none 

 

Consultees: 
As per that required by legislation 

 

Relevant Policies and Strategies: 
Statement of Licensing Policy 
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Appendix B 

Representations received in relation to a  New Premises Licence for 

the Leather Bottle, The Street, Pleshey, Chelmsford, CM3 1HG 

Representation 1 

Your enquiry 

Re: Application- Leather Bottle, Pleshey  

 

Hello  

 

We welcome a new land lady looking to make a success of any pub, but I'd like to 

respectfully lodge my concerns regarding the licensing application at the Leather Bottle, and 

in particular, the request for extended opening hours and music on the following grounds:  

 

1. There are a significant number of regulars who already drink and drive home at the end of 

an evening and extending the opening hours will only put people at greater risk as more 

alcohol is consumed. The most recent scenario included a drink driver hitting a car outside 

the pub before travelling two miles.  

 

2.No one is opposed to live music, but previous occasions have meant closing doors and 

windows or for some to leave the village for the day while music is on. We understand that 

this is a great revenue generator and want the new occupants to succeed. However, 

introducing music more permanently will coax people from further afield, increasing traffic 

and the number of drunk drivers on the road, posing a risk to the high volume of cyclists 

who ride past the pub daily. It will also cause parking issues and impact the entire village on 

a greater scale.  

 

3. Adding music and extended hours will prolong the amount of time with people (and 

music) making noise outside the pub. I enjoy the Leather Bottle and welcome our new 

tenant, but as a father with two small children who will be sleeping 50m away from the pub, 

I’d like to minimise their exposure to foul language and music at night.  

 

4. The car park can only hold 5 cars and around 40 people, meaning applications for live 

music will mean audiences will need to spill outside, causing a disturbance.  

 

I should add that any new landlord will be more than welcome in the village and will have 

the support of anyone who wants to make a go of the Leather Bottle. I am confident that 

once Ms Kilpin gets to know the village, she’ll see there are even more profitable means of 

running the Leather Bottle in harmony with its neighbors and we look forward to meeting 

her. 
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Representation 2 

This representation has been withdrawn  

 

Representation 3 
 

To: Licensing <Licensing@chelmsford.gov.uk> 
Subject: Leather Bottle Pleshey Application 
 
I object to the application to play live music any Friday- Saturday and Also any Sundays. 
I have no objection to live music being played inside the pub on those days but not outside 
the pub. 
I do not have any objection to live music outside the pub on public holidays or national 
celebrations. 
 
Representation 4 

This representation has been withdrawn  

Representation 5 

To: Licensing <Licensing@chelmsford.gov.uk> 
Subject: Objection 
 
I live opposite the Leather Bottle pub and object strongly to allowing music. This is a quiet 
village and the pub is surrounded by dwellings. No objection to the alcohol licence but, 
please, no music.  
 

Representation 6 

 

To: licensing@chelmsfordgov.uk 

Subject: Pleshey Conservation  Village 

 

Dear Sir or Madam  

I would like to object to the application for a licence to play music live and recorded at the Leather 

Bottle Pleshey.. I have lived in Pleshey for 55 years, the pub is a small country Pub in a conservation 

area, our cottage is listed over 500 years old and is situated right  opposite the Pub, Moat Cottage. 

The  car park at the leather bottle only accommodates five cars, there is no possibility of using the 

existing garden there for parking as the garden and the Pub are listed. I really object to our 

country  Village Pub in one of the most beautiful picturest villages in Essex turning into a loud public 

building spoiling the peaceful area in a built up area of Villagers homes.  we are a village of just over 

200 people. Thank you for considering my objection to live and recorded music.  
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Yours sincerely  

Representation 7 

 

To: Licensing <Licensing@chelmsford.gov.uk> 

Subject: Leather bottle. Pleshey. Cm3 1hg 

I have no disagreement with the licensing hours proposed by Kathryn Kipling . 

I see no reason why they should be altered as small village public houses need to earn extra income 

in these times. 

Kind regards   

 

Representation 8 

yourenquiry 

Representation regarding an application for a Pub Licence:  

The Leather Bottle, Pleshey  

Applicant: Ms Katelyn Kilpin  

Deadline for representation: 7th July.  

Please see attached letter.  

 

I advise amending the Licence to include:  

* no opening beyond 11pm  

* no amplified music events apart from ad hoc events for which permission can be granted 

when required. 

 

Representation 9 

 

To: Licensing <Licensing@chelmsford.gov.uk> 

Subject: LEATHER BOTTLE - LICENCE UNDER SECTIONS 17 OF THE ACT 

Sirs, 

I am writing to register major objections to the Licensing application by Ms Katherine Kilpin for the 

Leather Bottle, The Street, Pleshey, CM3 1HJ.  My objections to the Licensing Application are as 

follows: 

 

The four Licensing Objectives, which are as follows: 
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1. The prevention of crime and disorder 
2. Public safety 
3. The prevention of public nuisance;  and 
4. The protection of children of harm   

 

 

1. Opening hours 
The Leather Bottle is classified as a community asset for the benefit of the residents of 

Pleshey – it does not need to be open after 10pm on any day of the week or weekends. 

 

Opening hours beyond 10pm with the sale of alcohol will encourage people from outside of 

the village who are attracted to extended opening hours and music to visit the Leather 

Bottle, with the attendant street parking in narrow streets, which will cause potential safety 

issues (the pub has just 5 parking spaces) – people have to walk in the road to get past 

vehicles.  Also, the noise issue – there are many very young children (5 years and under) 

living very near to the Leather Bottle who need to be in bed by the latest 7.00pm – they 

would have trouble sleeping with the noise of vehicles’ doors, music and talking. 

 
2. Sale of Alcohol – until Midnight on Fridays and Saturdays is horrendous the Leather Bottle is 

a small village pub – not a pub in a large town or city. 
 

There would be the parking issues again, in the narrow streets and side roads – safety and 

public nuisance – with the added potential of the extended licensing hours. 

Plus the increased noise at night – causing a public nuisance for all concerned.  This is a small 

village. 

 

3. Live and Recorded Music 
 

Live music at anytime during the week and particularly on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 

taking place in the beer garden should not be permitted at any time – as it will cause 

considerable public nuisance to residents both those close to the pub and also those living 

further away. 

 

Also, as I have said in notes 1. And 2. Above, live music combined with extended opening 

hours, with the sale of alcohol – all of which will encourage visitors who are attracted to the 

combination of music and extended licensing hours creating street parking difficulties, public 

nuisance and the potential for disorder.   
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4. Recorded Music 
 

Recorded music should only be used within the Leather Bottle premises – any music of 

whatever nature will cause disturbance to children and those living around and nearby. 

 

 

The licensing application is more for a large town or city, not a small rural pub.  Also, the licensing 

application is totally inappropriate for a Conservation area, like Pleshey. 

 

A recent survey of village residents, when asked what they would like from their village pub, found 

that there was no support for music, either live or recorded. 

 

Representation 10 

To the licensing committee 
 
 
Representation by Pleshey Parish council. 
 
Pleshey parish council wholly supports a pub being in the village and we would wish to see 
the reopening of the leather bottle being expedited, it is a popular venue providing 
refreshment and food to parish residents and the many visitors.  
  
Summer trade is essential to the viability of the premises. 
 
 
At the most recent meeting of the parish council on the 14th June a considerable number of 
local residents attended the public participation item to make representation that the parish 
council should seek amendments to the terms of the proposed licence. 
 
They inform us of concerns about the current application in so far as previous licence 
holders have had loud music events held in the garden over numerous summer weekends 
and there have been many issues with late night noise, customers using inappropriate 
language in the garden, significant nuisance and safety risks caused by inconsiderate 
parking on the pavements opposite the venue. 
 
The village is a small rural village and a number of properties back onto or are adjacent to 
the premises, some of these residents have young children. We are not a city centre venue 
nor is there a need for supporting late night businesses with extended hours. 
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The views expressed to us by the residents are that  the below conditions should be 
imposed on the licence: 

 
The sale of alcohol should not be permitted past 11pm. 
That amplified music in the gardens should only be permitted on 4 occasions per year. 
That recorded or live music should cease no later than 11pm 
That a volume level for music be agreed and be strictly imposed so as not to create a 
nuisance. 

That the operators of the pub shall actively manage car parking arrangements so as not to 
allow pub customers to block residents doorways or park on the pavement opposite the 
premises. 

 
The parish council wishes to support the licence application but requests that the licence be 
issued with the revisions and conditions as expressed above. 

Representation 11 

yourenquiry 

Dear Sir/Madame.  

I am objecting to The Leather Bottle in Pleshey, Re their new licence application for serving 

alcohol until 1am, also a very strong NO to any type of music live or recorded.  

The Leather Bottle pub is a very small community public house with only car parking for five 

cars, therefore when car park is full customers would be forced to park on the pavement and 

would be a danger for any one walking with a pushchair or walking a dog as they are forced 

to walk in the road.  

Yours Faithfully  

 

Representation 12 

This representation has been withdrawn 

Representation 13 

This representation has been withdrawn 

Representation 14 

This representation has been withdrawn 

Representation 15 

This representation has been withdrawn 

Representation 16 

This representation has been withdrawn 
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Representation 17 

To: Licensing <Licensing@chelmsford.gov.uk> 
Subject: Licence application for The Leather Bottle,Pleshey 
 
 
I wish to oppose the application as it stands. 
 
Whilst I would be delighted to see the village pub open once more, I would not like the hours 
proposed. The village is very small and very quiet, especially at night. Loud music, live or 
not, allowable every night of the week, really is not acceptable.  
 
Opening hours - should be restricted to 23.00 on all nights of the week.  
 
Sale of alcohol - should be restricted to 23.00 any night of the week. 
 
Live and recorded music - should be restricted to 22.00 Friday to Saturday and 18.00 on 
Sundays.  
 
This is a small village pub, not a central chelmsford pub, with residents that do not want 
noise disturbances, or drink infused inappropriate behaviour. It may be advantageous for the 
officer in charge of licensing to come and visit the village to realise what it does and does not 
need.  
 
Many thanks  
 

Representation 18 

Licencing Section, Chelmsford City Council, Civic Centre, 

Duke Street, Chelmsford, Essex, CMI 1JE 

 

26th July 2023 Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to register objections to the licencing application by Ms Kathrine Kilpin for the 
Leather Bottle, The Street, Pleshey, Chelmsford, CM3 lHJ. My objections to the licencing 
application relate to: 

 

1. Opening hours for Fridays and Saturdays until 1.00 am. 

2. The sale of alcohol on Fridays and Saturdays until midnight. 

3. Live music on Fridays and Saturdays until midnight each day and Sundays until 
23.00. 

4. Recorded music Sunday to Thursday until 23.00 and Fridays and Saturdays until 
midnight each day. 
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My home backs on to the Leather Bottle and its beer garden, and thus I am a close 
neighbour to the pub and would be adversely impacted to a significant extent if this licencing 
application were granted without substantial changes to it. 

 

My objections, in detail, using the above numbering are as follows: 

 

1. Opening hours. 

 

The Leather Bottle, classified as a community asset for the benefit of the residents of 
Pleshey, does not need to be open after 23.00 on Fridays and Saturdays. 

 

Opening hours beyond 23.00, with the sale of alcohol and live music (see Notes 2 and 3) will 
encourage people from outside the village who are attracted to extended opening hours and 
music to visit the Leather Bottle, with the attendant increase in street parking in a narrow 
street, causing potential safety issues and additional noise creating a public nuisance. In 
addition, late opening hours with the sale of alcohol brings the possibility of public disorder. 

  

The opening hours on Fridays and Saturdays should be restricted to 23.00 as for all other 
days of the week. 

 

2. The sale of alcohol until midnight on Fridays and Saturdays is inconsistent with the 
Leather Bottle's role as a small village pub. 

 

It will attract visitors into the village who are attracted by extended licencing hours and live 
music which will create: 

 

• Parking issues in the narrow main street and side roads - a safety and public 
nuisance issue, with the potential for disorder often associated with extended licencing 
hours. 

• Increased noise late at night causing a public nuisance to close neighbours. 

 

The sale of alcohol should be restricted to 23.00 for all days of the week. 
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3. Live music. 

 

Live music, particularly amplified live music at anytime during the week, but particularly on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, and taking place in the beer garden should not be 
permitted at any time as it will cause considerable public nuisance to residents both close to 
the pub and those sited further away. 

 

In addition, as mentioned in Notes 1 and 2, live music combined with extended opening 
hours with the sale of alcohol will encourage visitors who are attracted to the combination of 
music and extended licencing hours, creating street parking difficulties, public nuisance and 
the potential for disorder. 

 

4. Recorded music. 

 

This should only be permitted within the Leather Bottle during normal opening hours of 11.00 
am to 23.00. 

 

The licencing application is more suited to a city/town centre location, not a small rural pub. 
Additionally, the licencing application is also totally inappropriate for a conservation area like 
Pleshey. 

 

A recent survey of village residents regarding what they would like from their village pub 
found almost no support for music, either live of recorded. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
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APPENDIX C 

 

1. A Challenge 25 scheme shall be operated, whereby any person who appears to be 
under the age of 25 years of age is required to produce on request an item which meets the 
mandatory age verification requirement and is either a:  

• Proof of age card bearing the PASS Hologram;  

• Photocard driving licence;  

• Passport; or  

• Ministry of Defence Identity Card.  

  

2. The premises shall clearly display signs at the each point of sale and in areas where 
alcohol is displayed advising customers that a ‘Challenge 25’ policy is in force and be of 
minimum size of 200mm x 148mm.  

  

3. An incident log shall be kept at the premises, and made immediately available to 
police or licensing authority staff upon reasonable request. 

  

The log must be completed as soon as is possible and within any case within 4 hours of the 
occurrence and shall record the following:  

  

(a) {all crimes reported to the venue}  

(b) {all ejections of patrons}  

(c) {any complaints received concerning crime and disorder}  

(d) {any incidents of disorder}  

(e) {all seizures of drugs or offensive weapons}  

(f) {any faults in a CCTV system, searching equipment or scanning equipment  mandated as 
a condition of the licence} 

  

The incident log shall either be electronic or maintained in a bound document with 
individually numbered pages and be retained for at least {12} months from the date of the 
last entry. 

  

4. A written dispersal policy will be formulated and provided to the police and licensing 
authority which amongst other things details: 

• How patrons leaving the premises shall be directed away from the premises; 
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• How patrons will be informed of the services of taxi and private hire operators;

• What staff will be responsible for supervising those leaving the premises and how
they will supervise such persons;

• Any ‘wind’ down periods;

• Methods to prevent re-entry to the premises;

How bottles and glasses will be prevented from being removed from the premises at closing 
time. 

5. A refusals record shall be maintained at the premises that details all refusals to sell
alcohol.  Each entry shall, as a minimum, record the date and time of the refusal and the
name of the staff member refusing the sale.

All entries must be made as soon as possible and in any event within 4 hours of the refusal 
and the record must be made immediately available to police, trading standards or licensing 
authority staff upon reasonable request. 

The refusals record shall be either electronic or maintained in a bound document and 
retained for at least {12} months from the date of the last entry. 

6. All staff engaged in the sale or supply of alcohol on the premises shall have received
training in relation to the protection of children from harm (including under-age sales), how to
recognise drunkenness and the duty not to serve drunk persons.   Refresher training shall be
carried out at least every six months.

Training records shall be kept on the premises (or otherwise be accessible on the premises) 
for a minimum of 12 months and made immediately available to police, trading standards or 
licensing authority staff upon reasonable request. 
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